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 …. il y a peu d’endroits au monde où l’on assiste aussi brillamment à la transformation de petits chiffonniers en écoliers  ... pour une vie meilleure et féconde …           
(M. James Morris, Directeur Mondial du Programme Alimentaire de l’Onu, après son passage à PSE). 

A new 
facilitator   

for our  
networks 

 

J-M. Bouchard, President 

A sponsor since 2007, volun-
teer since 2010, vice-president, 
then president of the FCS 
Lyon network, Thierry Gros 
has taken over facilitation of 
the networks. 
Amongst the 200 or so volun-
teers in our different net-
works, many know him al-
ready and have been able to 
appreciate his enthusiasm for 
the cause of “our children”, 
and his creativity. 
As I have had the opportunity 
to tell you before in this edi-
torial, our networks are an 
essential link in the chain 
which joins you to “our chil-
dren”.  As you know, it is the 
energy and passion of these 
volunteers which has led to 
the creation of our 27 local 
networks in France and inter-
nationally (Spain, Luxem-
burg, Switzerland, Belgium, 
England, Germany, USA, 
Hong Kong… and, in another 
form for the moment, Phnom 
Penh).  It is thanks to the dai-
ly actions of the networks that 
we are able to finance all the 
programmes in Cambodia 
and, each year, to support 
new children.  There are so 
many essential contributors 
to this beautiful "machine for 
destroying destitution" that 
together we have created and 

Continued on page 2 

A dramatic fire 

 

 
 

This Sunday morning, a terrible fire ravaged 
part of the district. Poverty means that the 
wooden houses are jammed one against the 
other and access for the emergency services is 
difficult in the very narrow streets. FCS 
brought all its pumps and water reserves into 
action, and was recognised as being more 

effective than the fire brigade.  Our Social 
team, with youngsters from FCS and from the 
summer camp were magnificent. But we were 
not able to avoid the total destruction of 30 
houses, of which 26 were FCS families.  Here 
there is no insurance.  The families lost every-
thing.  We are feeding and lodging them ur-
gently in a meeting room.  Now we must help 
them to begin again from scratch. 

 

Papy’s 80th Birthday  
 
The secret had been well kept!  
It was for me an emotional sur-
prise...  Children and young 
adults wanted to celebrate my 
80th birthday on this old garbage 
dump where our adventure with 
them started. 
Since its closure in 2009, we had 
no longer been allowed to go there.  The dreadful mountains of rubbish in which we sank, 
have become green hills and the smell has almost disappeared. 
Everybody is overwhelmed.  We recognise the locations and remember so many children 
who died here, drowned in the putrid water, crushed by lorries, covered in rubbish by the 
bulldozers, dead by starvation, by exhaustion, by illnesses…  But today it is a celebration! 

 
Before departing, 
a moment of 
meditation in 
front of the stupa 
(Buddhist funerary 
monument) – in 
memory of all 
those whose lives 
ended on this 
dumpsite… 
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continue to make live. 
Thierry has been recruited as 
an employee of FCS and 
starts this autumn 2014.  He 
remains based in Lyon and 
will share his time between 
Lyon, Versailles … and the 
networks.  He will replace 
Pierre Maspoli for the net-
work facilitation task.  He will 
therefore have the responsibil-
ity for animating, supporting 
and, in case it is necessary, 
stimulating our network so 
that the adventure will con-
tinue on and on, and that 
many other children will be 
able to be welcomed by our 
teams in Cambodia. 
We welcome him in these 
new duties midst of the FCS 
family. 
We wish everyone a good 
year. 

Continued from page 1 Thank you to H.M. 
H. M. the Queen Mother of 
Cambodia invited us to the Roy-
al Palace to give us the signifi-
cant donation that she makes to 
FCS each year.  We very much 
admire her for her courage, dig-
nity, simple elegance and kind-
ness.  She has, for FCS and the 
children, a particular affection 
which is mutual, and she re-
mains very well informed about 
our actions. 
We chat very informally, almost 
familiarly.  Amongst other 
things she tells us about the trib-
ulations of the death of H.M. 
the King Sihanouk, after 63 
years together, to which was added the 
complex protocol when, despite her sad-
ness and tiredness, she had to remain 
standing to receive the delegations from 
all the countries in the world. 
We depart with our arms full of presents.  
And Papy was particularly touched, a few 

weeks later, to receive from her a lovely silver 
box for the 80th anniversary of "Mr Christian des 
Pallières - Papy"! 
After the start of term, she will come and see 
us at the Centre.  But she wants it to be sim-
ple, without protocol.  
Everybody awaits her visit with pleasure. 

What has become of them? 
Sunday 31st Au-
gust: Marisa 
and Fernando 
Alonso, major 
organisers of 
the Summer 
Camps for the 
last 12 years, 
had a rendez-
vous on a boat 
at Phnom Penh, 
for two hours 
sailing on the 
Mekong river. 
Who invited 
them? 

Former FCS students! They arrive in disparate groups, radiant, free, with babies, children, spouses, picnic - and fall into 
Marisa’s arms.  In the last 12 years they have come a long way! 
Little scavengers on the Phnom Penh garbage dump, then FCS children, making the most of the August summer camps, 
then FCS students, instructors in the summer camps, then coordinators…  And now, here there are with a family and work 
life.  Each of them tells us about their work - travel agent, judiciary, teacher in a technical college, sales department…  Many 
of them speak French and all of them speak English.  They are happy with their fate, earning a good or correct living, and 
maintain amongst themselves the link of the large FCS family! 
A cardboard box sits on the makeshift buffet on the upper deck of the boat: "Solidarity former FCS students".  It is their sup-
port fund!  If one of them suffers a setback, the communal fund is there to assist them, understanding that there is neither 
social security nor unemployment benefit in Cambodia. 
How pleasant and joyful they are, these former FCS students!  How they have understood how to make the most of the help-
ing hand that was offered to them, how positive and enterprising they seem!  When we remember the first pictures of Chris-
tian on the garbage dump and their little serious, sad faces, we want to hug all of them!    Blandine 
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Know your children - Apart from the garbage dump, many children in destitution … 

Sopharek, Soysophearin, 
Sopheavon, boys of  14, 12 and 9 

years and Sophy, a girl  of  7  y, 
only have their grandmother, 
who earns a few cents selling 
food.  To live, or rather to sur-
vive, €0.40 per person a day.  
Their grandmother was relieved 
when we took all the children 
as boarders to feed and school 
them. 

Our priority families, those in "category 1", live on less than €0.53 per person per day.  A basic meal (rice, a few bits of 
fish and some vegetables) costs around €1.  They therefore don’t have what is necessary to feed themselves nor to rent a 
home.  And there is neither grant nor benefit, nor any help such as soup kitchens, for example.  These children come 
from such families as these:  

They live in Sihanoukville. An 
older brother, a fisherman, and 
their mother, a widow, a street 
cleaner, who are unable to pro-
vide a living for the family with, 
in addition their little 5 year old 
nephew. FCS therefore is sup-
porting the schooling of the three 
girls and gives 12kg of rice a week, 
so that they can study and eat. 

Samnang - F 16 y., Sinoun - F 15 y, Sreynich - F 13 y Soknith G 16 y, Phanuth G 12 y, Kanha F 6 y  

No father. An ill mother, who does not work. The only 
revenue comes from the eldest brother who builds boats.  
Soknith had already left school to help his family be-
cause, how can one live, even in Cambodia, on €56 for 7 
people including also the wife 
and child of the eldest broth-
er; this amounts to €0.27 per 
person a day.  Therefore, of 
course, as well as the schooling 
that Soknith accepted to start 

Sona - M 5 y, Puthea - M 1 y 

They live in Phnom Penh outskirts. The mother is 
a young widow, 35 years old.  She worked in a 
factory and as a daily a construction worker, but 
she had to stop because she has nobody to look 
after her children.  We have entered Sona into 
the nursery and entrusted Puthea to a child mind-
er so that his mother can undertake training 
whilst also receiving a daily allowance.  At the 
same time, we give them rice and some interim 
financial support so that she can repay her over-
due rent.  A bare minimum so that she can sup-
port her children. 

Srey Nou - F 19 y, Lay Heang - F 13 y, Lay 
Oun - F 9 y.  
The family live in a nameless place, a black 
street where people dump their rubbish on 
their heads, or worse… A place which has to 

be rebuilt and from which one wants to eject 
them.  With others, the mother expends all 
her energy in trying to obtain, as a mini-
mum, compensation which would allow 
them to leave with enough to relocate else-
where.  And during this time, of course, the 
women are not working.  It is therefore Srey 
Nou, who has already left school 3 years ago, 
to earn a living for the family by working as 
a hairdresser.  But without training, she 

does not earn much.  They get by therefore 
with €0.42 per person per day!  Barely enough 
to survive.  FCS takes over by providing school-
ing and rice. 

Tom - F 15 y, Srouch - M 12 y, Khleong 
- M 9 y, Samnang - M 1 y, the ill mother, 
the oldest brother, a construction worker, 
the eldest sister, her husband, a tuk-tuk 
driver, and their daughter. 9 people with 
two small salaries which are irregular in 
such jobs!  Not enough to live on.  Not 
even 
€0.50 
per 

person per day.  None of them go to 
school, it is not a priority.  That is the 
way destitution carries on … FCS gives 
rice, as a compensation for school and 
Tom’s work as a scavenger.    

Puth Trea - M 12 y 

and Srey Kuoch - F 8 

y. No father.  The 
mother sells flowers 
with her two children.  
Therefore we take the 
children at school in 
the Centre and give 
rice so that they can eat 
without needing the 
work of the children. 

again in order to 
get training and 
job, we give  rice, 
on one hand to 
compensate what 
he was earning, 
and also so that 
the family can eat. 
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I could go onto the new dumpsite (Papy) 

Summer Camps.  
 

Marisa’s famous Summer Camp ended in a grand finale: a buffet 
for five hundred people and a high decibel dance evening.  
180 Spanish and French instructors, 220 Cambodian instructors, 
the boarders and the FCS staff danced in total harmony.  It is in-
credible.  Everyone has lived an amazing adventure for four weeks, 
every day from 6 o’clock in the morning, in the heat, the transpor-
tation, the mosquitoes, but with an amazing joy of life and energy 
for the benefit of those 10,000 children who attended the camp. 
This year, the camp took place on 14 sites: the Central one at FCS 
for 800 children each day, Sihanoukville, Siem Reap and all the 
huts around Phnom Penh + a special group for the disabled chil-
dren, as well as a group for our teenagers who are really like their 
European cousins. 
At the head of this brilliant organisation: Marisa.  Everything is 
planned in a global manner and up to the smallest details.  She 
requires her 400 instructors to have an impeccable behaviour, to 
be participating, punctual, not to drink any alcohol during the 
week; everything turns around the children and for their happi-
ness.  She knows about everything thanks to the 14 European co-
ordinators and her precious telephone and intervenes personally 
to look after each sick person, to remind about the rules for those 
who may have forgotten them, and gets news about everyone with 
such attention that everyone loves her!  She even finds time to 
pass by each hut, to play with the youngsters, to have her eye on 
everything. 
The extraordinary success of this camp is thanks to Marisa’s per-
sonality, demanding yet immensely good, and to a year of meticu-
lous preparation.  The final message from her instructors: "we 
think you are very tired, but above all, continue!  Don’t stop".  
Each Cambodian child who had a terrific time in complete free-
dom for four weeks would tell her the same thing!         Blandine 

In need of your skills ! 
It is the new term! 

And if I were to become a volunteer this year? 
 

What have Laetitia, Thomas, Chantal, Georges and 
many other volunteers in our networks got in com-
mon with each other? 
The pleasure of participating in the FCS adventure by 
giving a little time: making available their skills 
(graphic design, secretarial, accountancy, etc…), to 
present the work of FCS in a school or business or a 
company, to take part in a network evening, to organ-
ise an event or, simply, to look after a stand at an 
event. 
To be a volunteer, is nothing but happiness!  And it is 
à la carte": occasionally or more regularly, everybody is 
free to participate according to one’s own wishes, 
one’s own desires.  Everyone can be a volunteer - the 
only criterion is to want participating from one’s 

heart! 

Would you like to know more?  Contact your nearest 
network (details on www.site-pse.org).              

For the 1st time since its opening, the authorities allowed us to enter this new dumpsite which is around 10 kilometres away.  
Very moving… I felt like twenty years younger!  I found back the same smells which make you gag, the same foul mud, the 
same rubbish into which one sinks, the people who shelter from the scorching heat under a scrap of material… And the chil-
dren … How many?  I don’t know yet.  We will have to start as we did on the first dumpsite:  build a "mobile" thatched hut, 
serve meals for the children, treat them, open a nursery, get to know them in order to find solutions.  You will be told…  
But the only people allowed to go there are those that work there - the Social Team. 

Srey Kuoch - F 11 y.  tells : 
""At home there are only Mum, my brother who is 17 and me.  
Mum, she drinks, stays in bed and also prepares the meals.  
My brother plays internet games and me, I beg.  At traffic 
lights, I clean the cars with a feather duster and I ask for 
money.  I would not like to do that when I am grown up - I 
would be too ashamed…  Sometimes, people tell me that they 
don’t want to give me money if I don’t go to school. 
It is difficult because it is hot, and my brother does not want 
me to rest in the shade.  He wants me to be walking all the 
time.  He hides behind large pillars and he watches me.  And 
then, when I ask him to buy me water, he doesn’t want to.  
He tells me to ask other people. 
It is very difficult as well, because I am afraid to be kid-
napped and, above all, I am afraid of my brother who hits me 

all the time.  He tells me that I don’t 
earn enough, so he hits me, with his 
hand or with a stick, and he pulls my 
hair.  And when he hits me on the 
mouth, I bleed and he is happy be-

cause people take pity on me 
more. 
Him, he doesn’t work.  He 
takes the money to play games. 
And even my mother cannot 
defend me, because she is 
afraid of him. 
I would like to live at the Cen-
tre because my brother beats 
me too much.  But I also want 
to see my mother.  My mother 
is my life. 
And I want my brother to be 
arrested.  I want him to be put 
in prison". 

http://www.site-pse.org

